CHAPTER  XII
INDIA'S NEW CONSTITUTION
WITH the passing of the Government of India Act of 1935
a new India was born.   It was by no means a miraculous
birth even if the head of the British Zeus had to be cracked
before she could come forth in all her beauty and grace.  India
by that act lost Burma.   For many years Burma had grumbled
at being a "Cinderella"  province.    She declared that the
Central Government at Delhi had a rooted contempt for her,
that it paid scanty attention to her needs but was exceedingly
careful to see that she contributed the maximum in a financial
respect to India's ponderous requirements.   Besides, Burma
argued,   Burmans   were   not   Indians.   The   Indians  were
Aryans, the Burmans Mongolians.   Nor could any similarity
be found in culture or religion.   Burma had both a culture
and a religion of her own.   She was neither Mohammedan nor
Hindu; she was Buddhist.   All that she had in common
with India was trade.   India bought Burma's rice and Burma
bought India's piece/goods, coal, etc.   Burma was willing
and anxious to trade with India, but not to be her political
maidservant.   India, all credit to her, saw Burma's point.
The matter was discussed at the Round Table Conferences,
and the separation of Burma provided for in the 1935 Act.
But what India has lost in Burma she has gained in status.
She is now no longer a bewildered fold divided into sheep
and goats. She is now not a fold at all but a wide, sunlit
meadow on which the lowly and the highly placed feed from
the same pasturage. Formerly, there were reserved and trans/
ferred subjects. The transferred subjects were under popular
control and the reserved autocratically administered through
the Governors. Now there are few reserved subjects. All are
under popular control, excepting defence, ecclesiastical affairs
and foreign policy, although certain powers have been given
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